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CHRIST AND THE UNIFORM 


By Gilbert A. Jensen 


2 a man be a Christian and 

tthe uniform of a fighting man? 

bs, this is no academic question, 

me that is right down personal; 

pe are here in the chapel signi- 
our intentions of being Chris- 
even devout ones, while we 
the uniform of our country’s 
and Marines. 


text today, Luke 7:1-10, con- 
an officer in the Roman Army, 
= rank would roughly compare 
.a two-striper in our services. 
med in a foreign land as one 
= occupying forces, he had won 
arts of people which he ruled. 
1 he was in need, the Jews 
to Jesus on behalf of this 
panimous man and said, “He 
»rthy to have you do this for 
‘heal his servant), for he loves 
ation, and he built our 
rch), our synagogue.” 
hl when Jesus saw the faith 
a this officer exhibited in his 
age to him, he declared, “I 
rou, not even in Israel have I 
| such faith.” And I take it, 
his meant that this officer’s 
was superior to that of the 
les themselves. 
are are some who insinuate that 
iry life is incompatible with 
tian living, and since this in- 
ition is both erroneous and de- 
mtal, I shall take the objections 
| against their being joined and 
fer them. 
st, it is implied that because 
rofession of the military man 
ypendent upon tensions or ac- 
ar that the military man is 


eager that tensions and war shall 
exist, that he is perhaps ready to 
foment war so that his prestige 
might be assured. Further, it is 
argued, his training has so geared 
him to war and thoughts of war 
that he is incapable of considering 
constructive measures ruling out 
belligerency. 

Now I do not think that the mil- 
itary ought to be embarrassed by 
their profession with these argu- 
ments. There are other professions 
which also depend upon the realistic 
facing of intruding evils. Take the 
medical profession. A doctor de- 
pends for his livelihood upon illness 
and disease. Without these, there 
would be no need for his services. 
But he is not accused of wishing 
that an epidemic might break out 
in order that his prestige might be 
established. Enough wars and ten- 
sions are always present requiring 
the military man to serve; enough 
sickness and disease remain with us 
to assure the doctor that he is an 
important figure in his community. 

In a certain sense that which is 
said about the military man and 
the doctor can also be said for the 
teaching profession or even for the 
pastor’s office. The teacher’s profes- 
sion is dependent upon ignorance, 
the pastor’s on sin, and those as- 
sociated with these fields take pride 
in supplying a realistic answer to 
unwanted evils. And such pride 
ought also belong to the man who 
wears the uniform of the armed 
forces of our country. 

The second objection comes from 
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the pacifists. In the 30’s, when I 
was in college, many young ideal- 
ists in the institutions of higher 
learning were advocates of pacif- 
ism. War was evil; that much they 
knew. Behind the words of Jesus 
(‘Love your enemy”) or the words 
of the Decalogue (“Thou shalt not 
kill”) they took their stands. War 
was promoted by the “Merchants 
of Death”, and no right thinking 
person could have a part in it. But 
in the subsequent years pacifism 
died. The young idealists discover- 
ed that they had to choose, not be- 
tween war and peace, but between 
two evils. It was not good to kill, 
but it was worse to stand by while 
the hobnailed boots of the tyrants 
trampled the innocent and _ their 
aspirations into the dust. Love, 
which was not to be judged as mere 
sentimentalism, had to act in favor 
of justice and righteousness. To 
love the enemy did not mean that 
you abandoned your friend to the 
enemy’s cruel designs without rais- 
ing a hand in defense. No, to love 
the enemy, meant rather that you 
subdued him so that beaten and 
humbled he might return to the 
ways of peace. 

If in the cause of justice we 
serve, we ought not be apologetic 
for it, for it is God’s cause. 

The third objection to joining 
Christianity with the uniform comes 
from those who claim that the ser- 
vice career is not conducive to 
Christian living. The training and 
action brutalize a man. Seducers 
gather round the military installa- 
tions to exploit the men living un- 
der abnormal conditions, separated 
from wife and children. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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News and Notes 


Hoffman Heights, Denver, Colo., 
Pastor Irving Tange. Just a few 
months after dedicating our first unit 
in January, 1954, we began to realize 
that we needed more room for our 
Sunday school work. We began to 
pray, to think, and to plan. Then came 
an offer of a gift of $2,000.00 from 
friends in Minnesota, which gave our 
planning an impetus. 

Finally in June the congregation 
voted to go ahead with plans to erect 
a 41x33’ addition to the wing of our 
building. This was completed and 
dedicated on Sunday morning, Octo- 
ber 10, just nine months after the 
first unit. We are very thankful for 
this addition, which gives us space for 
eight more classes plus some much 
needed storage. The cost was a little 
less than $8000.00. 

On Rally Day in Sunday school we 
expanded from 12 to 21 classes, and 
our average attendance in November 
was 229. Further, the Sunday school 
is giving the offering on the first Sun- 
day of each month toward the addi- 
tion. Beginning last July these of- 
ferings have averaged over $33.00 per 
Sunday. 

At the Annual Meeting in January 
the congregation voted to assume all 
of the local operating expenses in- 
cluding the pastor’s salary. This is 
quite a step to take at one time but 
we are confident that it can be done. 
We are very grateful to God for the 
tremendous blessing received through 
a couple in Iowa who paid the pas- 
tor’s salary for two years. We honest- 
ly wish that other interested laymen 
would step forward and offer to pay a 
salary for a year or two, or for six 
months in order to help start other 
new missions. 


Cherokee Indian Mission, Oaks, Okla. 
Our congregation like many other 
congregations of our synod also had its 
annual meeting at the beginning of 
the new year. Reports were presented 
to give a picture of the past year’s ac- 
tivities. A new member was elected 
to the board in Mrs. L. Evans as dea- 
con. She took the place of Mrs. Helen 
Romer. All the other board members 
were re-elected. The budget as adopt- 
ed for this year came to $1750.00, which 
includes our quota to benevolences 
and the annual payment on the church 
building debt. 


SSS 


‘Since Christmas some further im- 
provements have been made in the 
Parish Hall as a result of the Nebraska 
District W.M.S. gift. This includes the 
providing of a kitchen as a part of our 
fellowship room. Already the Helping 
‘Hands ‘Society has put it to use by 
serving a March of Dimes luncheon, 
which netted this cause seventeen 
dollars. As yet the kitchen has only 
the equipment of a stove, but in time 
the ladies will be providing the other 
necessary equipment that go with a 
church kitchen, 


The fellowship room in the parish 
hall is now being put to good use. 
Since the beginning of the year the 
Helping Hands |Society has been meet- 
ing there once a week. It is also be- 
ing used for a weekly Bible Study and 
Prayer meeting every Wednesday 
might, which is usually attended by 
about 40 people. Before the Bible 
study. hour children from grades 3 to 
6 meet for a Bible reading circle. The 
chief purpose of this circle is a con- 
tinued reading of a certain book of 
the Bible under the leadership of the 
pastor, who when it is needed offers 
explanatory remarks to aid in a better 
understanding of what is read. 


In the Mission Home about ten new 
children have come to make it their 
home since Jan. 1st. That also means 
that there were some who have left 
since the beginning of the school year. 
The total number at the home is about 
sixty-five. 


The Mid-Winter Church Workers’ 
Institute will be held March 14-15 at 
Dana College. Complete details will 
be published in the next issue. 


The Lenten Meditations this year 
will be written by the professors of 
Trinity Seminary. The first one is 
written by Dean Theo. I. Jensen. 


Spencer, Iowa. Mrs. Jens Petersen, 
the oldest member of the congregation, 
passed away January 24, just a few 
days before she would have been 90 
years old. Mrs. Petersen was a strong 
Christian personality with a happy 
faith in God. She was keenly inter- 
ested in the church. She gave very 
generously of her means to the king- 
dom of God. A host of friends found 
their way to Mrs. Petersen’s home 
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t 
during the many years, and she hé 
warm welcome, a good word ak 
Christ and a cup of coffee for e 
one. Blessed be her memory! 


REMINDERS FOR LENT — 
Attend the special services iJ 
your church. 
Read the story of Christ’s s 
fering during Lent. 
Take a friend along to churel 
during Lent. 
Give your pastor the name 0 
some unchurched family. 

Give a special sacrificial gif, 
to the kingdom of God durin; 
Lent. 
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MS 
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Exira, Iowa, Pastor Stanley Lars 
Sunday, Jan. 30 was a festive day 
our Church. The members of our ¢ 
gregation that have joined since | 
moved into our new building w 
entertained at a fellowship dinner} 
ter the service by the. older memk 
of the congregation. There are } 
proximately 160 that have joined 
church, and there was a fine respa 
on the part of older members and 
newer members alike. A panel | 
cussion was led ‘by four laymen of} 
church. Under the ‘general he 
“What the Church has Meant to ly 
Lois Petersen spoke on the subj 
“What the Training of the Church 
Meant to Me.” Mrs. Miah Back sp} 
on “What the Fellowship of the Ch 
has Meant to Me.” Harold Stadsv 
used as his subject “What the V 
ship of the Church has Meant to 
And Ingward Bro used “What 
Privilege of Giving to the Church 
Meant to Me.” 


We are thankful to God for the w 
our congregation has been able to I 
off the indebtedness of our n 
Church. When the church was de 
cated two arid one-half years ¢ 
there was a debt of $38,000.00. 
Jan. 1 it was reduced to $11,000.00. . 


Kach year at Valentine time, 1 
men of the church serve a Moth 
Daughter banquet. The men pl 
cook and serve this banquet. T 
year Pastor Verner Carlsen of Cor 
cil Bluffs was our speaker. | 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
Otto H. Stave, Business Manager. Subscription price: United States and Canada, $3.00 per year in advance; 
All communications that concern the Editorial Department, news items and books to be reviewed should be se 
Everything pertaining to the Youth Department should be sent to Rev. Homer Larsen, 9 
$2.00 per year is offered Bible classes and organizations of the chur 
the congregation has The Ansgar Lutheran in every home—Chureh 
dress, advertisements and all communications pertaining to the Business Department should be sent to th 
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torials and Comments 


ARD WITH CHRIST 


- have just returned from the Iowa District Pastors’ 
ig, where the “Forward with Christ” was pre- 
. We left with the distinct impression that here 
Jave a very definitely spiritual cause presented. 
the synod decided in June to go out for $350,000, 
of us began to think in terms of $10.00 per con- 
\d member. But this is not the case at all. Here 
few points: 


re is no set definite sum for each member. 


e is no definite quota for any congregation. 


publication will be made of what any individual 
ay congregation may give. 


Iowa committee, which has a number of the 
ical men on the committee, presented it from a 
spiritual point of view. We are to confront our 
with this: Has God blessed you? What will you 
him? We have no definite aim of $350,000. Some 
gations may give very little, others may give 
The whole appeal is not based on money, but 


‘ch individual giving himself to the Lord. 


is in line with what we have always said. One 
er or one congregation may be much better off 
nother. There may be no local building problems 
local debt retirements. This gives such people a 
e to give. There are many small congregations 
give much more in proportion to their member- 
“han some of the bigger churches. Only faith and 
will be the deciding factors. 


» whole appeal is on the basis of the Gospel, not of 
w. A congregation may decide not to cooperate, 
se it has certain special problems of its own. We 
ome back to this subject in other editorials. 


SUPPERS, ETC., IN THE CHURCH 


“se remarks are based on a letter elsewhere in this 
We know there are two distinct views on the 
m whether an organization may serve a supper 
-ofit or not in the church. We happen to serve a 
4 where our ladies do a fine job serving dinners 
ppers to organizations that ask for a banquet. 


us put our remarks in a very practical manner. 


request comes to serve 150 people at a certain 
One circle takes upon itself to do so. It takes 
20 people to do the job. These 20 people spend 
5 hours each on the job. When expenses are paid 
.e report is given, it is noticed that there was $100 


|. means that these 20 people giving an average of 
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five hours each had given $5.00 each to the organization. 


Of course, the argument is that these people should 
have given $5.00 directly to the church. That means 
that they should have earned the $5.00 in some other 
way and then given it to the church. 


Here are a few other points: Very small towns have no 
eating places where banquets can be served except in 
the churches. It is only the big hotels which are able 
to take care of large banquets. 


So a group of women in a small town serving a farm 
organization or some other group is doing a public serv- 
ice by serving a banquet. Whether a woman goes out 
and earns the $5.00 and gives it or whether she earns it 
by working in the church kitchen does not make any 
difference to us. 


The woman who worked gave $5.00 to the church. 


We are opposed to too many bake sales as commercial 
affairs. We must always remember that the work of 
the church is based on the free will offerings of the 
members. But we do plead for common sense in this 
problem. 


BETTER CHURCH YOUTH WORK 


Churches need to do more to hold the interest of 
young people, according to results of a four-year study 
conducted by the Central Department of Research and 
Survey of the National Council of Churches. 


The study, undertaken to test church effectiveness, 
was reported to the annual meeting of the Council’s 
Division of ‘Christian Education. It reflected the opinion 
of nearly 2,000 youths, young adults, and a scattering of 
older persons. 


Nearly a third of the youths and one out of every 
four young adults who had dropped out of church work 
said they had been “bored.” They said they had lost 
interest in a church that did not meet their personal 


needs. 


It was indicated that the churches were not holding 
the interest of employed youth. College girls complained 
that as they became too old for the church youth group 
little else was provided for them. 


Most of the young people rated the “traditional” 
church programs highly. These included the church’s 
teachings of right and wrong, standards of conduct, and 
Bible study. But they rated much less effective what 
the survey described as “optional” activities: scouting, 
vocational guidance, Christian attitude toward econom- 
ics, war and peace, dating and marriage counseling, in- 
terdenominational and inter-creedal work, recreation 


(Continued on page 4) 
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First in a Series of 
Lenten Meditations 


February 21, | 


“Father, Forgive Them, For They Know Not What They Do” 


By Dean Theo. I. Jensen 


“Father, forgive them.” It is Christ’s 
dying prayer for His enemies. Human- 
ly speaking we could hardly expect 
anything like that. They were inflict- 
ing upon Him the most terrible suf- 
fering, and it would seem that His own 
troubles at the moment would have 
absorbed Him so completely that He 
could not possibly think of His tor- 
mentors in terms of tenderness. But 
what do we hear? “Father, forgive them.” 

Jesus’ whole life had been devoted to one thing, an 
attempt to bring His people to see and accept the truth. 
“To this end have I been born, and to this end am I 
come into the world, that I should bear witness unto the 
truth.” What was their response? “Crucify him.” Here 
is the meaning of the words of the hymnist, “O love that 
wilt not let me go”: “Father, forgive them.” It is the 
loving Savior who for the last time, we might say, was 
reaching out to these poor lost souls a bleeding hand 
yearning to save them. As He had loved them from the 
beginning, so He loved them to the end (John 13:1). 

What was their sin for the forgiveness of which He 
prayed? Was it the cruel physical treatment inflicted 
upon Him? It was, to be sure. It was an unspeakable 
crime for which they were to be held accountable. “The 
Son of man goeth, even as it is written of him: but woe 
unto that man through whom the Son of man is be- 
trayed.” However, cruel as that deed was, the real sin 
of those who crucified Jesus was a long rejection of 
Him and His message. Their fathers had stoned the 
prophets who foretold His coming, and when He did 
come they flatly rejected Him, refusing to believe, con- 
stantly asking for signs, were offended at His person 
and had no use for His words. At last Jesus could only 
cry out in desperation, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that 
killeth the prophets, and stoneth them that are sent un- 
to her! How often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not.” That was their sin: re- 
jection of the Savior! 


Theo. I. Jensen 


That is the sin of the world today. It is not thiey 
murder, drinking, immorality. No, the sin which is 
bane of the world, and which will at last shut the ¢ 
of heaven also upon many whose names are on the 
ter of the church, is a persistent indifference toward 
rejection of Jesus Christ, a refusal to pay serious 
tention to the message brought by His servants sen 
us. As true today as then is His complaint, “How o 
would I have gathered you together’”—lovingly, in - 
tection, for bestowing upon you eternal life—‘but 
would not.” And what does He say to this response 
swear in my wrath that you shall never taste of 
glory? No, not yet. Perhaps there is still hope. “Fat 
forgive them.” Let the tree stand yet another y 
until I shall dig about it and give it special care. ] 
haps it will then bear fruit. . 

We must stand amazed before such matchless love 
forbearance! We wonder, how can He? “For they k 
not what they do.” Did they not know? Do we 
know? Oh yes, they knew, and so do we. Still, s1 
satisfaction with self and worship of God divorced f 
the devotion of the heart have so blinded the eyes 
dulled the understanding that when men nail Jesu 
Nazareth to the Cross they do not realize that they, 
laying violent hands on their own Lord and Savior. ‘ 
they know not what they do.” Remarkable prayer! 
for people who already seem to be irrevocably 
seem so far gone as to be beyond the help of prayer 
is the stretching forth of the hand of saving love, if | 
chance there might be someone who will yet gras 
and live. 

“Father, forgive them.” As thus He prayed on 
Cross, He prays now at the throne of God, pleadin, 
behalf of you and me, pleading in behalf of them - 
seem to be stepping His love under foot, and whom 
have long since given up as lost. Can we reject s 
love? Our hearts must be flint if we can. We are ca 
upon to meditate upon the love of Christ revealec 
the Cross that we might be drawn down upon our ki 
in humble contrition for sin, that we might excl. 
“Not silver and gold, but my heart I give Thee.” 


BETTER CHURCH YOUTH WORK 
(Continued from page 3) 
and church history. 

The survey also showed that the young people felt the 
church was “weak in providing opportunities to put in- 
to action Christian convictions and attitudes developed 
by the church.” 

“The youth interviewed are, on the whole, friendly 
to the church, rate it favorably, and feel it is trying to 


do an effective job,” the Department said. “They v 
to feel that they are part of the church, that ther 
a place for them, that adults want them and value t 
opinions and assistance in the work of the church” 


The study was carried on by Miss Helen Spauldin 
Chicago, director of Christian Education Research 
the National Council. She was assisted by student 
30 theological seminaries and by young people in ne 
200 churches of 17 denominations. : 
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; URCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


en Raises Questions 
ht America’s Religious Revival 


fashington, D. C.—Only history can 
whether the religious awakening 
has occurred in America in the 
five years is superficial or will 
of lasting significance, Evangelist 
r Graham told a gathering of na- 
fal leaders here, including Vice 
iident Richard M. Nixon, Chief 
ice Earl Warren, and members of 
| House and Senate. 


me occasion was the third annual 
essional prayer breakfast held 
mnnection with the annual meeting 
ne International Council of Chris- 
Leadership. The Council sponsors 
rer breakfasts in 129 American cit- 
and several foreign countries. 


ting rising church membership, 
Hay school attendance, and statis- 
on distribution of Bibles, Dr. 
mam said that the last five years 
been a period of “renaissance and 


irgence” in American religious 


ks this a genuine religious awaken- 
r? he asked. 


Awe of the H-bomb? Escapism? 


Hust a vogue? Only history can 


? 


Tnless we dedicate ourselves to 
we cannot survive the dedica- 
of the atheists who are knock- 
sat our gate,” Dr. Graham warned. 


i] 


met and talked with Communists 
- the Iron Curtain on my recent 
|,” he added. “I can assure you 
- know Karl Marx and Lenin by 
-t. How many of us read the Bible 
kealously and study it every day? 


"he problem of the world today is 
the hydrogen bomb. It is not poi- 
gas. It is not bacteriological wea- 
5, The problem is human nature.” 


cesident Eisenhower, who was re- 
ented at the breakfast by his as- 
unt, Sherman Adams, sent a mes- 
declaring that laymen must help 
wrhead a “global spiritual offens- 


° 


Such a meeting as this,” the Pres- 
't said, “is inspiring evidence of 
hconviction of each of you that re- 


ligious principles must not be kept in 
a realm apart from everyday life, that 
they must more and more be put into 
practice in ‘business, law, government, 
diplomacy—in every area of practical 
pursuit. 


“The task of spearheading a global 
spiritual offensive demands not only 
the efforts of the clergy but also of 
laymen of dedication and courage and 
foresight.” 


Churches Urged To Be 
Community Conscience 


Chicago—Churches should treat the 
“cultural sickness” of our age by hbe- 
coming a “conscience in the commun- 
ity,’ a Toronto clergyman said in 
opening Chicago Theological Sem- 
inary’s centennial observance. 


Dr. John ‘Short, pastor of St. 
George’s United church, Toronto, told 
250 clergymen attending the school’s 
24th annual Minister’s Week, that 
“man is aware of his sickness, but 
he can’t quite define it.” 


Part of the sickness lies in the “trend 
of the times,” Dr. ‘Short said. 


“Unlike our great-grandfathers, in- 
stead of 24 hours in our day being 
centered on a few main loyalties, 
they are cluttered up with a great mul- 
titude of secondary things,” he said. 


“We worry about what kind of gas 
we should use in what kind of car, 
and what kind of vitamins we should 
eat in what kind of cereal.” 


These concerns, he observed, are 
crowding out the central things—faith 
in God, and Christian convictions as 
a guide to living. 


“The cure is to put the refinements 
of civilization into their proper places 
and put God in His central place,” 
Dr. Short said. 


The Canadian also urged United 
States clergymen to “insist” that re- 
ligious instruction be given in public 
schools. Non-denominational religious 
classes are a “bulwark against the in- 
creasing wave of delinquency,” he 
said. 


Dr. Short said this is a time for 
“greatness in pulpits as well as in 
history, democracy and humanity.” 


“The boundless relativism of our 
times must be measured and chal- 
lenged by moral and spiritual stand- 
ards which hold within them the 
possibility of unity for the entire 
world and a goal for all humanity,” 
he said. 


Sees Need For Missionaries 
To Train Villagers 


New York—Missionaries trained ‘to 
teach better methods of farming, nu- 
trition and child care to villagers of 
the Middle and Far East are the most 
urgent of those areas, an agricultural 
specialist told Protestant foreign mis- 
sions leaders at a meeting here. 


John H. Reisner, returned from four 
months in Asia and the Near East, 
reported to the meeting on village 
extensions programs ‘being carried on 
by the Allahabad Agricultural Insti- 
tute in India, Assiut College in Egypt, 
Jibrail Rural Training Center in LLeb- 
anon, and several colleges in the Phil- 
ippines. He said that in recent years 
rural mission work has expanded fast- 
er in the Philippines than in any 
country he visited. 


A consultant to the Rural Missions 
Cooperating Committee of the Nation- 
al Council of Churches, Mr. Reisner 
was for three years a consultant to 
the personnel director of the Point 
IV Program’s food, agriculture and 
natural resources division. 


“Most of the people of the Middle 
and Far East live in rural areas,” he 
said. “‘We urgently need missionaries 
who can go out to the villages and 
help rural people meet their basic 
needs in health, farming and family 
junit” 


Stressing that the rural missionary 
must know how to train local Chris- 
tians for village leadership as well as 
be able to teach and give demonstra- 
tions, Mr. Reisner said that the U.S. 
missionary overseas is “no longer the 
man out in front but the man in the 
background, encouraging, training and 
helping the local Christian leaders.” 


One trend he reported was the be- 
ginning of a new “creative and helpful” 
cooperation between U.S. Protestant 
missionaries and more ancient Chris- 
tian bodies such as the Orthodox and 
Coptic Churches. Noting a “growing 
interest” among Coptic leaders in 
Egypt, he suggested the sending of 
U.S. church specialists to help the 
Copts strengthen their own rural 
churches. 


Biblical Wedding Festival 
Ritual Re-Enacted 


San Francisco—A Biblical wedding 
festival ritual — the “First Feast — 
was re-enacted here. 


The rites were held in a local hotel 
at a reception following the marriage 
of Sandra Rietz and Roderick D. Jones. 


Dr. George Hedley, chaplain of Mills 
College, officiated. He was assisted by 
Prof. Carl A. Rietz, father of the 
bride and a member of the Mills fac- 
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ulty. Both have traveled extensively 
in the Holy Land. 

The ceremony began with the sound- 
ing of the ram’s horn, a religious sym- 
bol that can be traced back thousands 
of years before the birth of Christ. 
This signalized the entrance of Dr. 
Hedley. 

The initial portion of the feast con- 
sisted of the ceremonial bread baked in 
the shape of an enormous bee hive, 
a basin of honey, sheaves of unthi esh- 
ed wheat and loose wheat grains. 

The bee-hive bread symbolized the 
diligence essential to a successful mar- 
riage; the sweetness of the honey, the 
pleasure of this work when entered 
into by man and wife together. 

The bridegroom broke off a portion, 
dipped it in the honey and offered it 
to his wife. Then the entire assembl- 
age partook of the loaf. 

The sacrificial lamb was brought in 
next. The lamb represents the fam- 
ilies’ “hopes of happiness and success 
for the couple. Again the bridegroom 
removed the first portion, but partook 
of it before offering the meat to his 
bride. 

Then the couple took wine, final 
step of the ritual, from a _ shallow 
earthen bowl brought from the Holy 
Land by the bride’s father. The taking 
of wine signifies the hope for pros- 
perity. 

Reception guests were served wine 
from a communal tankard similar to 
the earthen jars used in Biblical times. 

The ceremony was lighted by two 
ancient earthen lamps which Prof. 
Rietz found in the village of Ramallah, 
outside Jerusalem. Olive oil was used 
as fuel to illuminate the lamps—as it 


Christ and the Uniform 
(Continued from page 1) 


Unhappily, statements by irre- 
sponsible people wearing the uni- 
form, to the effect that you are not 
a real man unless you’ve been in- 
fected by moral rot, are sometimes 
taken at face value. But anyone 
but a simpleton knows that rotting 
trees are no match for the fury of 
a storm; neither are men whose in- 
ner structure has been eaten away 
by corruption of filthy thoughts. 

Time was, when’ men _- said, 
“Christians ought not enter poli- 
tics, because it corrupts,’ but to- 
day the church is saying, “Prepare 
yourself for the political field and 
let the Spirit of Christ motivate and 
inspire you there.” 

Christians ought not to retreat, 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


was thousands of years ago. 

The wedding took place in Grace 
(Episcopal) Cathedral. It was perform- 
ed by Suffragan Bishop Henry Her- 
bert Shires of the Diocese of Californ- 
ja, with Dr. Hedely assisting, The 
bridegroom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Herbert Jones of Oakland. 


Charges UMT Advocates Using 
Steamroller Tactics 

Washington, 'D. C.—A charge that 
advocates of universal military train- 
ing are using “steamroller tactics” in 
Congress to force passage of the bill 
before opponents from the ranks of 
churches, farm and labor organiza- 
tions can marshal their forces was 
voiced here by E. Raymond Wilson, 
executive secretary of the Friends 
(Quakers) Committee on National Leg- 
islation. 

Mr. Wilson made the charge after 
the House Armed ‘Services Commit- 
tee scheduled hearings on UMT to 
open Tuesday, Feb. 8, and indicated 
that opponents may be given only two 
days in which to state their case. 

The House Committee at the same 
time voted 33 to 0 to endorse extension 
of the peacetime draft for four years. 
The House Rules Committee immed- 
lately cleared the measure for the 
floor of the House, where debate was 
to be limited to only two hours for 
each side. 

Chureh groups which opposed ex- 
tension of the draft were given 10 
minutes each to state their case dur- 
ing the single afternoon session which 
the Committee devoted to public hear- 
ings on the bill. 

Although the UMT proposal was 
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separated from the draft extension’ 
it was pice se that action will ¢ 


propane can manage. 

Rep. Overton Brooks (D. Lay) 
outspoken advocate of UMT, | 
named chairman of the subcom 
to conduct hearings on the legisla 
which would require every youth 
18 to undergo six months of aq 
training and then serve 7% yea 
the reserve. 

“Universal military training 1 
reach the floor of the House fc 
vote in less than a month,” Mr. 
son predicted. 

“It is apparent that its advoc 
are determined to gavel down opy 
tion and pass the measure in the ] 
of the crisis that has been engend¢ 
over Formosa.” 

“Religious groups which oppose U 
have very little time in which to : 
their sentiments known and felt,” 
added. 


American Lutherans Sent 
284 Missionaries in 1954 
St. Paul, Minn—American Lut] 
‘an groups sent a total of 284 mi 
aries—the largest number in 
years—to 18 countries during 1954 
The figure was reported by 
Andrew ‘S. Burgess, professor of 7 
sions at Luther Theological Semin 
here. He said the missionaries re 
sented nine Lutheran church bo 
and two church-related agencies 
North Amrica. 
Of those who went out last year, | 
entered upon their first mission assi 
ment and 117 returned to their stati 
after furloughs. | 
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and abandon the professions to the 
Evil One. This is no less true of the 
military profession than of any other. 
A great work is to be done in pro- 
viding surroundings which will sup- 
port the young men during their 
service experiences. The young men 
will, of course, make their own 
choices. Some will take the high 
road, some the low. [But we who 
lead are privileged to make it easier 
for the men to choose the right by 
throwing our weight behind every 
wholesome and constructive activ- 
ity proposed in the area of our 
responsibility. This is both our priv- 
ilege and Christian duty. 


Is it possible to be a man of 
God and a member of the armed 
forces? The Roman officer, Jesus 
said, had a faith superior to any 


that he had found in Israel. A 
you and I know that godly m 
tary men are not a phenomenon 
the past, but are found in our rai 
today. 

God is able to provide all nee 
sary grace to make us equal to ¢ 
assignments. As one man has sé 
“God doesn’t send us into the f 
est to fell trees with a penknife,’ 


Rise up, O men of God, 

Be done with lesser things; 

Give heart, and soul, and mind a 
strength 

To serve the King of kings. 


(The opinions contained in ¢ 
article are those of the writer, £ 
are not to be construed as offic 
or reflecting the views of the Ni 


Department or the naval service 
large.) 
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JAPAN 
Stewardship Advance 


ss Maya Winther writing from Saga, her head- 
ters for extensive village work in Japan, tells of an 
resting result of the visit of the Board’s executive 
tary, Dr. Earl S. Erb. At a stewardship meeting of 


dynamic subject and held up tithing as the mini- 
H goal in our advance in stewardship. The letter 
"Miss Winther reads: 

Tou will be interested to know that right after Dr. 
visit all the Saga kindergarten teachers raised 
contribution to the church to one-tenth of their 
lies. Others have also raised their contributions, 
h not quite as much.” —The Foreign Missionary. 


THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
e of our missionaries in Japan are engaging in 
‘spondence with folks who have become interested 
mristianity through listening to The Lutheran Hour. 
ies sent to The Lutheran Hour, when they come 
people in our mission area, are forwarded to our 
onaries who in turn make the wished for contacts 
the inquirers. Here is a sample of the many letters 
are written by grateful people who have learned 
Christian teaching and have followed it up. 
‘am much indebted to you for my completion of the 
ible lessons. It was 18 months ago that I got the 
lesson, when I first came to know the Saviour 
gh the lessons. I was at that time in the depth of 
»w and despair, and everything around me seemed 
‘ul. A copy of the Bible I came by kindled a light 
y heart. My life changed with gleams of hope be- 
e. 
was perhaps through your introduction that I was 
tted to the Youth Center at Sapporo, where I have 
been attending without fail. Just imagine the joy 
being allowed to attend a church service. Iam now 
ular church-goer, attending the Bible class and 
- functions. 
oubtless, there have arisen many problems in my 
life, which needed solution. However, when my 
ht turns to the love Jesus Christ has for us sin- 
all problems could be solved without much dif- 
ty. Indeed, I owe you much, since through your 
: lessons, I have come to know the great love of the 
our toward the sinners. 
ain I am thanking you for your kind guidance 
tgh these years, and praying for your successful 
in the spreading of the Gospel.” 
—The Foreign Missionary. 


THE SANTAL MISSIONARY 
= Church is looking for better methods; God is 
ag for better men. What the Church needs today is 


---gIr- 


kindergarten teachers at Saga, Dr. Erb. spoke on 
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not more machinery or better, not new organizations or 
more novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can 
use—men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy 
Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men. 
He does not come on machinery, but on men. He does 
not anoint plans, but men—men of prayer. Talking to 
men for God is a great thing, but talking to God for men 
is greater still. He will never talk well with real success 
to men for God who has not learned well how to talk to 
God for men. —KE. M. Bounds. 


LUTHERANS IN LATIN AMERICA 


An estimated 750,000 Lutherans in sixteen Latin 
American countries from Mexico to Argentina and Chile 
are served by 500 pastors and missionaries, according to 
a survey by Dr. Stewart W. Herman, executive secre- 
tary of the National Lutheran Council’s Division of Lu- 
theran Cooperation in Latin America. Dr. Herman says 
that these figures are incomplete because many Lu- 
theran groups gave sketchy answers and in some cases 
there was no actual survey. 


By far the largest group of Lutherans in Latin Ameri- 
ca is in Brazil which reports upwards of 475,000 in a 
synodical federation and another 62,000 who are con- 
nected with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod work- 
ing in that country. The Synod of La Plata, which is af- 
filiated with the Evangelical Church in Germany, re- 
ported a membership of about 60,000 in the area of 
Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay. 


The survey indicated that of all the non-indigenous 
synods or churches supporting missions or cooperating 
with young churches in Latin America, the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod operated on the widest scale. A 
total of 153 Missouri Synod pastors serve Lutheran 
groups in Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Vene- 
zuela, Cuba, Guatamala, and Mexico. 


LONGEST CAMPAIGN 


What is probably the longest, and largest evangelistic 
campaign the world has ever seen is still being carried 
on in Japan. This campaign of mass evangelism and 
Scripture distribution was undertaken in 1949, by the 
Pocket Testament League, at the express invitation of 
General Douglas MacArthur, then supreme commander 
for the Allied Powers in Japan. General MacArthur had 
asked the League to distribute at least 10,000,000 Scrip- 
ture portions to the Japanese people; that goal was 
reached early in 1953, and the campaign is still going on. 
At last reports, 11,000,000 Scripture portions have been 
distributed by the P.T.L. to the people of Japan. 


—The Evangelical Christian 


“,..NOT MERELY WATER...” 


On a blustery, black night, a tap 
at the window, hesitating, apologet- 
ic. I have gone to bed late and final- 
ly fallen asleep, and I don’t really 
want to believe this disturbance. I 
roll over on the other side. Another 
rap, louder, more insistent: “Hello!” 
“Yes, what is it?” Would I come 


down to Iver’s and baptize a tiny 


By Kai Munk 


Translated from the Danish by H. Kaasa 


This article is written by eed 
Kai Munk who was called to bap- 
tize a new-born child. Pastor Munk, | 
who was murdered by the German | 
Gestapo in 1944, was a Danish: 
preacher dramatist and writer. The | 
translation is done by H. Kaasa, one | 
of the faculty members of Luther | 
College, Decorah, Iowa. 


searching look in the directior 
the Angel of Life: “I wonder 
strong you would be, if I should 
cide to pit my strength age 
yours .. .” But the Angel dos 
return his glance, apparently | 
no attention to him, only conti1 
his work with the child. 
Luke-warm water is poured 


baby? . 

There is something so especially 
heart-warming for a pastor to be torn away from his 
sweet slumber in the middle of the night because he is 
needed. For a moment he feels he’s as useful to society 
as a doctor. Before he knows it he is into his coat and 
trousers and has hold of his ritual book. There isn’t 
even time to reach for his gown; He lets it hang. This 
is life and death. The old Ford begins to hum a hymn 
and off he goes. All the houses in the parish lie sleeping 
behind darkened windows. Only in one is there a light. 

The kitchen is filled with the odor of water vapor. 
A peculiar solemn dampness in the humble kitchen. It 
blends with the fragrance of coffee, symbol of the every- 
day, sign that the household is beginning to return to 
normal. Children’s eyes stare at you from the work 
table, blinking in drowsiness, for the first time finding 
out that this hour of the night exists, too. The father 
appears with the l-year-old on his arm; She has also 
been awakened by the night’s excitement and obviously 
doesn’t understand why she is denied access to mother. 
“Sh-Sh-Sh-” the father murmurs. Then the midwife ap- 
pears and relieves the perplexed man. And we bow our 
heads and go through the low doorway and into the 
battlefield itself. 

In the crowded room with its many beds, 2 large and 
5 small, there are four persons. Immediately I see all 
four of them. Iver, behind me, sees only two. There 
lies his wife, clad in elegant white, but still with sweat 
on her brow, red-faced, eyes bewildered by the fear and 
anguish she has gone through. She tries to smile at me, 
but she can’t quite make it. It’s still too short a time 
since she came up out of the trenches. Her body still 
aches from the agony of birth-pangs and it’s as though 
there were the smell of poison gas in her nostrils and 
a nauseating taste in her mouth; Besides, my presence 
betrays to her the fact that the victory isn’t quite se- 
cure; It could still be torn from her grasp. And there lies 
the “victory” in an old-style cradle, completely wrap- 
ped in warm blankets, and beside, bending over him, 
stands the Angel of Life, breathing warmth into his body 
and urging his tiny heart to continue its uncertain beat. 
But over in the dark corner stands another. I know him 
well; I have seen him so often when I go out to my par- 
ishioners, the old and the sick ones. From the empty 
holes where his eyes should be he casts a grim and 


a basin, a clean towel is laid 
and the holy act is about to be 

I don’t know what Baptism means. I know a lo 
explanations of it and I know still more objection: 
it. All the way from S. K.’s for-once-in-his-lifetime 1 
protest against a dash of water over a child’s hea 
the most ethereal complaints that the Sacraments m 
Christianity an unspiritual religion. I also remembe1 
too well how I in my most tender youth, just in 
Kierkegaard period, sat in a country church with 
system rebelling in repulsion over this ridiculous e 
edy of a royal official questioning, in his most digni 
manner, an infant who couldn’t answer if he knew y 
was going on. I know that neither David nor Socr 
nor Gandhi is baptized; That the child who dies in 
mother’s womb can have at least as much claim 
eternal life as any other; And that it is a revol 
thought that God should wreak vengeance on tl 
children whose parents have either neglected to bap 
them or have prevented it. I know that Baptism 
naming the child are practically the same to most Da 
That it would be quite unreasonable to assume tha: 
germ is planted” or that there otherwise occurs ¢ 
thing magical with the baby, that baptized and 1 
baptized grow up together and turn out the sam 
know all this and much, much more. But in this inst 
when I bend over that new-born baby boy, I know 
most nothing else than that this is a great and ] 
moment. 


‘The confirmands learn from their Catechism tha 
be baptized in the Name of the Father, the Son, 
the Holy Ghost is to be baptized into the fellowshi 
the Triune God and into participation in His grace 
gifts. What Jesus Christ has won for us all, He give 
each one of us in Baptism. And thus in Baptism we k 
come into fellowship with the Triune God, we are 
corporated into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, we | 
become children of the Heavenly Father, and we 
become participants in the gracious work of the E 
Spirit... . Still it is said that Luther abolished the Lz 
Is it assumed that country children have any idea y 
fellowship is, what participation is, what incorpora 
is? Or the gracious acts of the Holy Spirit? Not to St 
of the washing of regeneration and justification by fi 
and the theologians’ further heaps of Ossa on to] 
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ie And yet it still works, despite all that they don’t 
derstand, even though it would have been better if 
(had been in Latin. 


iBut what shall we say to a statement like that? “Note! 
Baptism we were regenerated, i.e., a new man was 
in us; But this new person is constantly to grow, 
til he comes into eternity; And the sinful nature or 
= old man is to be more and more conquered and sub- 


the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us by faith.” I guess 
t’s a fine chunk of Darwinism to unload on one of 
e central places in Christianity. 


I don’t think about the Atonement or the old Adam 

justification or any of the other Biblical summaries 
_ excogitated formulations now, as I ease aside the 
olen blankets and the little red, wrinkled face comes 
ito view. They haven’t dared wash it more than is 
»solutely necessary, and there are little cakes of blood 
. the delicate forehead. Little man-child, have you al- 
zady been to war, clear up to the front, where things 
re so hot that it cost bloodshed? So that was the first 
ting you were to meet in this world! But the next thing 
me. No, not me, for I stand here in the name of An- 
ther, One who said “Come unto me, and I will give you 
st.” The first thing you were to experience, little child, 
Has war, but immediately thereafter, Him who is Peace. 
2 it is who now makes His sign on your blood-streaked 
row and your little unsteadily hammering breast, and 
Hho smiles at you and says “Suffer the little children 
come unto me...” 


‘I know well enough that you don’t understand the 
rast bit of all this. But if all goes well—no, I dare not 
y that, but if all goes as we earnestly desire it, then 
.ere will come a day when you come up to the altar 
our church to remember with me this moment. Then 
pou will already be a little man, who has even begun 
. think about cigarettes. And if God grants, I know 
.at you will see in a flash that it’s not me at all stand- 
.g there; My black gown will become gleaming white, 
cloak woven in one piece, my hunched figure will 
sand erect and become regal and mighty, itself one 
.ece like the cloak, and my low forehead with its 
.ousand and one confused thoughts will become quiet 
ad lofty and cool—then you will know who you belong 
» in life and in death and in eternity. 


I nod down at the infant and begin to pronounce the 
ords, the Church’s confession throughout all ages, from 
Atiquity to this day, the venerable almost theologism- 
ee, clear, poetically beautiful words about the enemy 
e renounce, about the Creator and the Redeemer, and 
1c Sustainer to Whom we belong, and mother wants 
1e worst way to answer yes for her baby, but she is 
» weak, and so we all help her to answer. And now 
ymes the moment, the father carefully lifts the tiny in- 
mt onto the pillows and into its mother’s arms, and 
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himself helps to support it, and I dip my fingers into the 
water... 


WATER! The babbling brook winds its way through 
the blossoming meadows, the lake lies cool and blue and 
life-giving in the midst of arid desert cliffs, the ocean 
rises in titanic swells and offers the defiant a haven 
of death in its embrace, then softens and calms itself 
again, carries messages between the peoples and lends 
salty freshness and strength to naked youth who plunge 
into it, the dewdrop on the stem tremblingly reflects 
the stars, the spring babbles like the song of the night- 
ingale, the rain splashes refreshingly over the parched 
and cracked fields, invisible underground streams bring 
lite to every plant, the sun lures the water up through 
branch and vine and turns it into wine, glowing red like 
that stream which is life itself through our hearts— 
Hail to Thee, Master from the Sea of Gennesaret, for 
choosing WATER as the sign of blood-brotherhood be- 
tween you and us! Thus I link a new little man-child’s 
name with the great Eternal names, and then he is 
placed back in the crib and I stroke his tired mother’s 
brow with a “God’s blessing” and call upon the old pious 
poet from Sorg and let him say for us, as only he can 
say it, that 


God’s Son, Himself a Babe, 

In a lowly manger lay, 

And hay and straw was for his comfort given; 
Now with the little children, 

He cometh to stay 


And flowers He bringeth them from heaven. 


Our Savior loves the children, 

He is a friend so true, 

The little babe He bringeth to His Father; 

He who commands the billows and rules the heavens 
blue 

Will into his arms the children gather. 


Then father folds his hands, and, strangely happy and 
relieved, mother begins to cry, and when I glance over 
into the corner, the grim gentleman is transformed. He 
has become one with the angels, it seems to me, and 
my heart beats at once both frightened and secure . . 


Later comes the presentation in church. Oh, that’s a 
proud day! It has become the custom of mother herself 
to be the godmother, and it’s by no means a bad cus- 
tom. Shouldn’t she have the honor? The honor of show- 
ing the whole congregation that the battle has now been 
proudly won for this time. Let the organ swell, let peo- 
ple crane their necks, let God smile down from His 
heaven; high in the arms of his victorious mother, the 
triumphant little one makes his entry into life. 
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“Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.” Romans 
L221. 

The following dialogue is based 
on an incident that really took 
place. 

‘Say, Joe, why don’t you go to 
church any more?” 

“I got kicked out, they told me 
I had to quit teaching my class.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“Well, you know, Arty, that I 
used to teach a Sunday School 
class.” 

sy eSee 

“Well we got to this passage in 
the Bible about Paul being perse- 
cuted and not fighting back.” 

“Well.” 

“I told the kids it didn’t make 
much sense to me—that it seems 
kind of sissy not to fight back when 
somebody attacks you. The other 
teachers heard about it and told 
me that Christ said that you should 
love your enemy and turn the other 
cheek. I disagreed. They reported 
it to the council. They told me they 
were happy to have me in church 
but that I had better not teach any 
more until I understood the Bible.” 

“That’s too bad, Joe.” 

“I know, but I guess it’s no use 
teaching if I don’t agree. It’s just 
that I don’t understand. What if 
everybody went around loving their 
enemy—it would sure make it easy 
for the bad men to take over. After 
all, you do have to stand up for the 
right, don’t you, Arty?” 

“I guess you are right, Joe. I’ve 
been having trouble with the same 
thing.” 

Unfortunately, many of us have 
been worrying about this problem. 
Christ’s commandment to turn the 
other cheek is, of all his teachings, 
the one which is most commonly 
denied. The trouble is that it seems 
to imply a very soft abdication to 
evil. It seems like cowardice. 


Can You Overcome Evil? 


Yet we should be very careful 
indeed whom we accuse of coward- 
ice. Christ very often turned the 
other cheek, but it is impossible 
to find a trace of cowardice in his 
action. (Furthermore, he showed 
little inclination to let evil have the 
upper hand. Consider the cleans- 
ing of the temple, his repulsing of 
Peter—“Get thee behind me, Satan,” 
and his denunciation of the scribes 
and pharisees, some of the most 
influential leaders of the land. But 
his way of overcoming evil is quite 
different from that naturally em- 
ployed by men. 


We fight fire with fire. If our 
enemy raises a great army we enlist 
an even greater one. We stand on 
our rights. We refuse to be pushed 
around. But tragically, because we 
do not understand the true nature 
of evil, we are overcome by evil— 
even in fighting it. Having resorted 
to the weapons of the enemy we 
become more like him. Then we 
find the enemy also within our- 
selves and are confused. We are 
overcome by evil because we do 
not understand the Gospel. 


“Father, forgive them for they 
do not know what they do.” This 
was the tool that Jesus used against 
his enemies. He was swept along 
by the enemy—by hatred, jealousy, 
malice, spite, and blindness—to the 
place of the skull. He did not re- 
sist—he said nothing. But there, in 
the midst of the cursing and the 
treachery, he won _ his victory. 
With the most wonderful love ever 
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revealed to man, with his innoce 
suffering and death, with his e 
tombment and his resurrection « 
the third day he conquered si 
death, and the devil—not with tl 
tools of the enemy but with lov 
Christ was not overcome by evil- 
he did not surrender to it; he ove 
came evil with good. 


Can you overcome evil? Or 
your enemy too much for you? 1 
whom do you go for the weapons 
use against your enemy? To tl 
world? Or to Christ? 


The enemy comes to us in mar 
disguises. Sometimes he comes — 
the form of senseless suffering. 
natural calamities over which y 
have no control—in order to mal 
us fear. Sometimes he comes in tl 
form of sins and offenses of othe 
in order to make us bitter. Mo 
often he comes to us in our OW 
sins, in order to make us lie to ou: 
selves. In the first two forms k 
shows himself clearly as our enem: 
but in the last form he pretenc 
to be our friend. He appeals to ou 
injured feelings. He arouses ou 
resentment and fear of other. 
Then, when we are completel 
blinded he says, “Go out and figh 
like a man!” How gullible we ar 

Jesus says, “Judge not that yo 
be not judged.” “Take the log ou 
of your own eye, and then yo 
will see clearly to take the spec. 
out of your brother’s eye.” He say: 
“Love your enemy,” because h 
knows that we are only too will 
ing to fight the devil when we se 
him in our neighbor and to coddl 
him within ourselves. The Chri: 
tian way is to win the enemy awa 
from his evil with the love of Go 
This is not the soft way—the cov 
ard’s way. It demands real coul 
age. But it is the only way reall 
to overcome evil. | 


“Hey, Joe, I heard that you wer 
teaching Sunday School again.” 
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Yes.” 


by: what happened? What 
mnged your mind?” 


th my dad. He told me about a 
geant who served in the Egyp- 
army—how he became a Chris- 
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tian. He said that one night a pri- 
vate came in from sentry duty very 
tired and wet. He got down by his 
bed to pray.- The sergeant loved 
to tease him so he struck him on 
the side of the head with his boots, 
but the private went right on pray- 
ing. The next morning the sergeant 


Hi Leaguers! Spring is coming 
our International Luther 
mague Convention will soon be 
e. Again we are going to have 
- thrill of meeting on the beauti- 
Dana College Campus under 
theme for 1955—‘‘More Than 
mquerors!” 


ou know, even those who are 
ackled with chains can sometimes 
the conquerors. Paul proved 
‘s as he sat in his prison cell with 
rsong in his heart and the deep 
surance that everything in this 
rld was worth laying aside be- 
se of “the surpassing worth of 
.owing Jesus Christ as Lord.” 


[Paul’s captors may have laughed 
him as he sat singing and rejoic- 
for they found him oblivious 
the steel that surrounded him, 
mrriting anxious letters to his 
.ends, and compelling and per- 
sading everyone he came in con- 
t with to share something he had 
scovered. They may have felt 
mat Paul’s optimism, his self-con- 
wence, his disregard for personal 
fort, his outward courage, was 
e to the fact that he had spent 
o much time in chains and was 
mhewhat “beside himself.” Or 
aybe they just credited him with 
ing a rugged individual who had 
unusual temperament and strong 
aracter. 


Sut there was nothing that Paul 
ributed to himself that accounted 


By LeRoy F. Andersen 


for his behavior. It wasn’t his abil- 
ity to adjust to his imprisonment 
psychologically. It wasn’t his abil- 
ity to rationalize his situation. It 
wasn’t a stoic resignation to his 
afflictions. It wasn’t a heroic atti- 
tude that he drummed up within 
himself. It wasn’t a feeling of supe- 
riority over those who were hold- 
ing him. It wasn’t his hope in the 
ultimate goodness and kindness of 
his captors. It was none of these 
things that gave Paul the convic- 
tion he had that he was master of 
the situation. It was in something 
deeper that Paul had the assurance 
that he was not being conquered, 
but that it was he who was con- 
quering. IT WAS IN GOD’S LOVE 
AND GRACE THAT PAUL 
KNEW HE HAD THE VICTORY! 

And so when Paul wrote to the 
Romans from Corinth on one of 
his missionary journeys, he told 
them that nothing could separate 
them from the love of Christ—and 
not only that but they were “more 
than conquerors’ —not through any- 
thing that they had done—but 
“through Him who loved us!” 

This is a message for the world, 
young people! This is why we have 
chosen “MORE THAN CONQUER- 
ORS” for our League theme for 
1955. No matter what the world 
throws at us, entices us into, or 
trips us up with, we can still con- 
quer through the love of Christ. 
This tremendous love in which we 


vial 


found his boots beautifully polished 
by the side of his bed. It shocked 


him so that he repented and accept- 
ed Christ.” 


“You know, Joe, maybe it isn’t 
sissy to turn the other cheek.” 


Edward Eskildsen 


“More Than Conqueuors”. 


live and move was pin-pointed and 
focused and given to each one of 
you for your redemption on a cross 
a fraction of a mile outside of Jeru- 
salem. For that reason our theme 
hymn for the year is “IN THE 
CROSS OR CHRIST I GLORY.” 
All this is wrapped up in our theme 
verse for the year which comes 
from Paul’s witness to the Romans 
in chapter 8: 35-39. 

Our League Convention in Blair 
is going to center around this 
theme. It will be a thrilling exper- 
ience for you to be there and to be 
challenged and inspired to conquer 
with Christ! Plan now to come by 
bus, car or train to the Dana Cam- 
pus, April 28 to May 1. Get your 
pastor to help you arrange trans- 
portation. 

There will be a special Youth 
Leaders’ Forum as a convention 
highlight for the Pastors, youth 
leaders and league counsellors. This 
Forum will be led by Pastor Carroll 
Hinderlie, Youth Director of the 
ELC who will be our convention 
guest speaker. Get your whole 
league to save and plan for these 
great days of inspiration and direc- 
tion. 

Our convention aim is to help to 
build stronger local leagues and to 
inspire a deeper individual person- 
al faith and commitment to our 
Lord Jesus Christ! A great pro- 
gram is being planned toward this 
end! 
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EACH DAY I PRAY 


Each day I pray, God give me strength 
anew 

To do the task I do not wish to do; 

To yield obedience, not asking why; 

To love and own the truth and scorn 
to lie; 

To look a cold world bravely in the 
face; 

To cheer for those that pass me in the 
race; 

To bear my burdens gaily, unafraid; 

To lend a hand to those that need my 
aid; 

To measure what I am by what I give; 

God, give me strength that I may 
rightly live! 

—British Weekly. 


TOO MUCH BANG-BANG 


“It keeps them busy . out of 
trouble.” That was a fairly frequent 
comment by parents interviewed as 
to their attitude toward children’s 
television programs in a 3-year sur- 
vey by the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ. 

Some 69% of the parents inter- 
viewed favored present TV programs 
for children. But there were strong 
objections registered by others—es- 
pecially among the better educated 
families. They were not so sure that 
the programs did keep their children 
“out of trouble.” 


“Life has no value on these shows,” 
a factory foreman complained. “My 
boy gets overexcitment from watch- 
ing some programs, then he has bad 
dreams,” a mother complained. “He 
drives the family crazy with this bang- 
bang,” said another. “Too many West- 
erns.” “Too much murder, shooting, 
killing,” “Too much foolish stuff.” 

More informational programs are 
needed, many of the parents declared. 
More Bible stories should be drama- 
tized. “Would like to see programs 
for children earlier, so they are not 
so tired the next day.” “Our worst 
problem is at dinner time . . . It is 
hard to get the children to eat.” West- 
erns on Sunday morning make the 
children reluctant to go to Sunday 
school. “Kids imitate the wrong 
things.” 

This survey was made in one city 
—New Haven, Conn. Insofar as its 
results may be typical, it suggests that 
ever two thirds of the nation’s. par- 
ents are apathetic to the quality and 
possible effects of TV programs on 
their children. But if the dissatisfied 
31% really lifts its voice, it can per- 
suade the television industry of the 


need for greater moral responsibility 
and imaginative resourcefulness. And 
better programs would doubtless be 
appreciated even by those who accept 
the present ones without question. 


—Gospel Herald 


A THANKSGIVING CONFESSION 
By Lloyd Quinnett 


GREAT is Thy knowledge, Lord— 


Sensing our every need, 
Thou knowest all we lack 
Before we plead. 
GREAT is Thy loving care— 
Holding abundant store, 
Thou bid’st us boldly knock 
At heaven’s door. 
GREAT is Thy [Providence— 
Sending without restraint; 
We need but ask of Thee; 
The gift is sent. 
SMALL is our gratitude— 
Taking these gifts of grace; 
We bow our heart to Thee, 
And hide our face. 
—Free Methodist 


THE LAND WHERE HATE 
SHOULD DIE 


This is the land where hate should 
die— 
No feuds of faith, no spleen of race, 
No darkly brooding fear should try 
Beneath our flag to find a place. 
Lo! every people here has sent 
Its sons to answer freedom’s call; 
Their lifeblood is the strong cement 
That builds and binds the. nation’s 
wall. 


This is the land where hate should 
die— 
Though dear to me my faith and 
shrine, 
I serve my country well when I 
Respect beliefs that are not mine. 
He little loves his land who’d cast 
Upon his neighbor’s word a doubt, 
Or cite the wrongs of ages past 
From present rights to bar him out. 


This is the land where hate should 
die— 
This is the land where strife should 
cease, 
Where foul, suspicious fear should fly 
Before our flag of’ light and peace. 
Then let us purge from poisoned 
thought 
That service to the state we give, 
And so be worthy as we ought 
Of this great land in which we live! 


—Denis A. McCarthy 


FOREST SONG 


A song for the beautiful trees, 
A song for the forest grand, 
The pride of his centuries, 
The garden of God’s own hang 
Hurrah for the kingly oak, 
The maple, the forest queen; 
The lords of the emerald cloak, 
The ladies in living green. 


So long as the rivers flow, 
So long as the mountains rise 
And shelter the earth below, 
May the forest sing to the skies. 
Hurrah! for the beautiful trees, 
Hurrah! for the forest grand, 
The pride of his centuries, 
The garden of God’s own hand, — 
—Author Not Knov 


Cowboy: “What kind of a saddle 
you want—one with a horn or wit 
OUbem 


Dude: ‘Without,. I guess. The 
doesn’t seem to be much traffic 
these prairies.” 


“Did you say the man was shot 
the woods, doctor?” 


“No, I said he was shot in the 1 
bar region.” 


Old lady (after hearing the parab 
of the publican and the Pharise 
Dear God, I thank thee that I am n 
like that horrible Pharisee. 


The sergeant in charge of new r¢ 
cruits ordered: “Men, when I blow ti 
whistle, I want you to fire at will.” | 


A very frightened young man tol 
across the grounds and out of sigh 

“Who was that? Where is he going 
bellowed the sergeant. 


“That’s Will,” replied one of the r 
cruits. 


COULDN’T BE FOUND 


The sudden illness of an incumber 
necessitated a telegram to the bisho; 
In the emergency, the bishop came an 
took the service himself. Afterward 
two very much overawed rural churcl 
wardens felt that they must expre: 
their thanks to the bishop. This~ the 
did in the following words: “My lor 
we greatly appreciate your great kink 
ness in coming to us; a worse preache 
would have done, but. we could n 
find one.” —B. R. Rosentha 
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PROOF 


a large banquet Lady Astor once 
marked that men were vainer than 
en and, meeting with stormy op- 
tion, declared herself ready to 
pstantiate her statement. Steering 
conversation to men’s fashions, she 
mdenly said in a loud voice: 


t's a pity that the most intelli- 
it and learned men attach least 
portance to the way they dress. 
wy, right at this table the most cul- 
ted man is wearing the most clum- 
' knotted tie!” 


.s if on a given signal, every man 
the room immediately put his hand 
his tie to straighten it.—L’Humeur. 


HYMNALS WANTED 


Used copies of the Hymnal for 
»Church and Home, the 1931 edi- 
ition, are needed. Send informa- 
ftion concerning available Hym- 
mals to 


Merl Dean Nielsen 
Laurel, Nebraska 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
-NSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


en A ee A RCC OT TOT 


A Lutheran Institution 
For the Aging 
And Mentally Ill 


Fairlawn 
Hospital 


10404 S.E. Foster Road 


Portland, Oregon 
Owned and Operated By 


LUTHERAN HOMES AND 
HOSPITALS, INC. 


For Information Contact 


The Rev. Otto F. Keller, Director 
517 Governor Bldg., 
Portland 4, Ore. BEacon 102é 


————————————_—_—_—_—_—— 
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COURAGE .. To pay the pric 
granting peace... THEN... : 


“< . . John Peter Muhlenberg (1746-1807) was 
There is a time to preach, a known as the “Pious General.’’ This son of 


time to pray and a time to a pioneer Lutheran pastor in America served 
} h . . y as one of the leaders in the American Revo- 
fight ... that time is now! lations 
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their times than did Pastor John Peter Muhlenberg. When the time for 

action arrived, Muhlenberg quickiy and willingly put aside the robes of 
the church for the uniform of the army. He determined to fight for that in 
which he sincerely believed. 

We at Lutheran Mutual feel that those who founded this great Lutheran 
institution in 1879 showed something of this same type of courage, when 
they faced the necessity of sharing the financial problems of individual 
Lutherans during trying times in the Middle West. 

Our founders never dreamed they were starting one of the fine insurance 
companies of the country whose programs would cover every Lutheran life 
insurance need. 


Luther Matual LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE + WAVERLY, IOWA 


Pe men have shown greater courage in facing the urgent problems of 


How can | make certain of funds for » » » » » » ([] family security 


Name Age (J education 
Street CJ retirement 
City State L] mortgage payment 


Pe 


Lorene Pe onetime Der ROM Tee ere ete veneer oy 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mer. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
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Total 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Recéived 


Total synodical budget $256,668.60 


3 | 
Previously ackmowlede ed eens sce-toresvarcaoteoainte eee renee scene re oe ners Sha vancaiae ese caee J159064.03])16121.95|50678.36|13997.52/36495.54|/5938.35|1284. $6134547H i 
300.00] 100.00 


Council Bluffs) Ta. Our Saviors) buthy Church Vyeccesnsecesra see scecreacce cream 
Denmark, Wis., Our Sav‘or’s Luth. Church .......... 
Greenville, Mich., St. Paul’s Luth. Ladies Aid 
Pass Dake, Ont; ‘Cans "Salem Guths SieS2 Sescccccr-reseeceveccsecscecccceenecereceat vee creme 
Fremont, Nebr., First Luth. Church, $5 in memory of Mrs. Harlan Chris- 
tensen and $5 in memory of Thomas W. Richardson 
incolne INebre Ours Savion south. (Chur chi pees. eee een 
Hutchinson, Minn; Main Street) Muth. ‘Church 2oiiecnss-cssessss ine 
Kenosha, Wis., St. Mary's Luth. S. S., offering at Christmas program .... 
Green, Bay, Wis:, Bethel Hy euth: Church. sc rcieccssestes terete sate nceeee 
Wannetoons Nebr. Bethesda dauthin Church .c:.cctes. terraces eee eee earn 
Elk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. Clraence EK. Jensen $20 in memory of 
Mrs. C. C. Nielsen, Minden, Nebr., and $20 in memory of John O. 
Johnsons: “Minden INGD ip) ccodkatce ben tanita stan aadicoeee tanec. ceee tee rcstmenase cena macseate i 


ICs Wists Sti Jeter! Set Se BO boar ocotern deen ssh scannovangnneet sasrooneret tac omen eke canine 
ShiekichiA, WNUbGA Ieaheakeniekeyl I bhlel, KOleNbRRO MY 2h- Bepsrsenstcceadere isn scconaesel,cosscicnicuGdhee eeseeceocsa. 
Watipacas Wisi; suc ty elves bartie Church ee cieseaes tree taet coaster ssa en cenescena nee 


Laurens, N. Y., Ladies Aid Society of St. Matthew’s Luth. Church ......... 
Plainview, Nebr., Mrs. J. Will Jensen in memory of Peter Petersen ........ 
Genevas Minn “Community® Guth = Church 25. s-cscceiectcnie mete ee eee eee eee 
Oyens, Ia., from a family whom God has greatly blessed ...c........ccccccesseeeees 
SastromValleye Califia taithn a Guth) Church ay rasciacus ethene eaten sent 
irene, Sn bake curkey Valley duuth. Charen es cet creer ee een ay ee 
Sidney, Mont., in memory of Paul Dige: J. O. Rasmussen $8, Mr. and 
MrsiDennis! (DynmesOn® SB tas i. uedeoss coecerecss nachos tee crane as Ramadetr eeemem aes aee en nee 
Ney coyatmoy,, TOpetne CERN awin SAO feqay er MOI, Teh. AS cade sibotassosbrsaercincossccideeesaccoreaatenases 
Penn Yan, N. Y., St. Paul’s Guild in memory of Mrs. H. P. Berthelsen.... 
Adturage © olor eAucuinas © Onan UMiliyen CUT Cheer ce to tere ena eee eee nee eT 
(Maen Gates | dkete esis, SMSFENDUSS AENUH Ash.) COhaubbee) ah cha, an eeonOeebadronaceenaravporocdeecceneeLcsmsemcse eee tons 
Atlantic, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. W. C. C. Niel- 
Senk MM inden sg Nie bien cart actat teeta ns thes eaeusndcs eee coacean teen ts emus aataneaccee acerca 
Avoca, Ia., English Luth. S. S. for the Elk Horn and Oaks Homes 
Oghkoshy Wiss OULMSaNLODG slates Chun Clive cesses, se, tee. eaten Sena 
San Francisco, Calif., Ansgar Luth. Church ... 
Kresno. Calif... Grace uth Churchy wn... cece i 
Hurene, Ore.” Bethecdasbuth Church Wasser e: -. cae  eee ee eee 
Sleepyabyew Munns, wivMinss Cama Sen Gixemnw sends ences ee a ee 


||14.750.10|83300.00|25000.00|58646.50/7550.00|1542. 00|65880.8) 


700.00 


Chil- 


dren’s School General 
Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fund 


February 21, 195). 


\) 


Pen-+! 
Home Indian Utah sion 


; 


| : 
16303.20/52528.36/14356.62/37731.15|5978.35|1284.46|36014.2) 


N.L.C. Gen. FE) 


Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China and Foreig) 


Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission L.W.A. Missior}. 


TOTAL 164196.49| 
South 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan 
Budget for 1954 D4 PEPE rc cotice dcp sacnd nonce pean or coe Seance a beef 16000.00|15500.00|10000.00/15000.00| 
PLrevio Ws] yaeACKNo wleGee Gia Ge ucc sec -sconicy shes hacen cavity aes ates tea hea de eared Meee 49976.89| 12785.57 


|36720.00 


| " 
9452.39|11976.20/13249.68|1169.73| 218.26] 752.06 373.07 
io 


arel wen Obre. eMins a Caroliner Jensen wrrten detec ites. ete nee 
Eugene, Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilde in memory of August 
Ub Een Gerson, se NG@N Recrecco swears tetra spacenueeeeresctepase ciesuebs cakes sess 
Eugene, Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilde in memory of father, 
Nels Runa Dicksones Alberta © alhmpreccrneccenn ene et eeee seen eee 
Pass Lake, Ont., Can., Salona Ration S eS ecie Aeeenen aa” ea) 
Harlan, Ia., from a friend for support of a student at the Lu- 
theran Bible Institute, where Dr. Winther is teaching ........ 
Elk Horn, Ia., in memory of Mrs. Sena Petersen. The words Mr. 
and Mrs. have been omitted to save space. John Christen- 
sen 50c, Frank Smith 60c, Pastor and Mrs. C. Jensen $3, 
ig Aagaard, Arnold Andersen, W. Kelgar, F. Weddum, M. 
Andreasen, Gene Sanders, Marion Boose, Viggo Rasmussen 
and R. Olsen each SL. Hor) the -Parkijuli sProject a ees 
Elk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. Clarence Jensen for the Parki- 
JUL, “SPLOTSCE.~. c desmaveuseasnecat cwasesteaeinrn cate saters.e sgt tate as oe OR eRe Rn Ream ae j 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Harl R. Andersen for Parkijuli .... 
Blk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. Clarence E. Jensen for Parkijuli 
Elk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. Clarence E. Jensen in memory 
of friends who recently have passed away at Minden, Nebr. 


LUC Wis. sooty eben si ruth nS wares te ene sceeere eee ee eee, 
Sidney, Mi ch., Immanuel Luth. Church in memory of Ralph C, 
TERE V GETS VAMP ARS ta Arocrc coke titer seen 2 a Seidl ea aecs ae eR eR seo arta ee 


Ovens ia, Getnsemanc. Ibuthis Chunchisainsemewnccreteenns 
Oyens, Ia., from a family whom God has greatly blessed .. = 
Toronto, Ont., CEnons JS OME) MOD WO TSH HSE, RSH Saas coa cee 
Toronto, Ont., Can., the Mary and Martha Society for support of 
a child on the Sudan Mission tie] creme meee eee enna 
Toronto, Ont., Can., the Danish Ladies Aia for support of a 
child on the Sudan Mission: field 3-7 so eee eee ee 
La Grange, Ill., Mr. and Mrs. John Lorentzen in memory of Pe- 
ter Steffensen of Golsotha  ChurchimGhicaeomerc sete 
Marcus, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Roy Nielsen in memory of Mrs. Irma 
Mortensen aaitgn tals naa nas dhsnv hate of a's daiellfeltaty = eset ieee eae eels tee Rapa te Rene tee 
Oshkosh, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. S. S. ee 
Mamiharitan ne shcaney siIMrsi AUS KT Ge. av, .s..J:.cccoteerteeeeenceeee a 
Sidney, Mont., in memory of Karl Hundtoft. Given by friends 
through his daughter Lydia Eund Toft eee Nica co meee eee 
LUVerne we Nw Dake bunverne, Iuuth., Church else) oe 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Miss Gertrude Voelker in memory of Mrs. 
Henry Siemers, Ames, Ia. For Student Service, NEE: Cama 
branch of Lutheran World Action 
ayy OAUnbi, Leper UADEANE LOaNbnReVOW fap Micsc crcne tentcisvcrseannsssiestcractscices 
Minden, Nebr., Guests and Employees at Bethany Home in 
matey agXanenye COVE I halops, VeWoustzl AUB ay DN AEG sero opsitreskre tye cicddcinauincencncteniun 


Tilley, Alberta, Canada, Bethany Luth. S. §. 


TOTAL ]50671.28]/12895.26] 


Received with thanks. 


Blair, Nebr., 


25. ool” 
9535.39]12107.30]13393. 83/1174.73] 218.26] 973.51| 373.00 


Febr. 12, 1955. : 
H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


Lutheran Welfare Subsidiary Buys Portland Psychiatric Hospital 


RTLAND—Lutheran Homes and 
itals, Ine., a subsidiary of the 
fheran Welfare Association of Ore- 
» on Dec. 31 purchased Fairlawn 
rpital at |S. E. 104th Ave., and Fos- 
Road, a 72-bed institution which 
ill continue to operate for the 
mentally ill, according to the 
.. Otto F. Keller, director of the 
Hheran corporation. Mr. Keller 
-rted that it is possibly the only 
Dital of this type in America un- 
the supervision of the church. 
| Plans Changed 
iriginally the Lutheran board had 
mned to establish a home for the 
mal aged but during the planning 
we the beautiful 25-acre tract at 
clawn was offered to the board at 
vice of less than $300,000. Mr. Kel- 
estates that it was considered God’s 
action that Lutheran Homes and 
jpitals should enter this field of 
vice. 


‘astors, please! Assist us by send- 

in your parochial reports soon. 
rch 1st is drawing near. So far 
‘br. 7) we have received only 30 
of a possible 184. As far as we 
ew, no new congregations were or- 
ized in 1954. We have already had 
‘equest from Home Mission Secre- 
x Matthiesen for latest data on our 
me mission projects during the last 
ade, which he must have before he 
complete his report for the April 
rd meeting. And then those bio- 
phical data blanks, don’t forget 
m! (‘So far 152 have been returned 
=e the blanks were sent out nearly 
‘ear ago. But we have 205 pastors 
our ministerial roster Those of 
1 who have not read our “Chrono- 
ical Register’ of UELC pastors, 
nlished in Dansk Almanak, 1946, 
l hardly be aware of, that 357 pas- 


Fairlawn Hospital 


In less than three weeks, 38 local 
Lutherans had advanced loans of $100 
to $6000 to make possible the $50,000 
down payment by Dec. 31. ‘These 
loans were made on the strength that 
the money will be repaid within a 
six-month period through a funding 
campaign to be conducted in the con- 
gregations of the area this spring. 

Fairlawn Hospital, heretofore pri- 
vately operated, is a member of the 
National Association of Private Psy- 
chiatric Hospitals; and is registered 
with the American Medical Associa- 
tion and licensed by the Oregon State 
board of health for the care and treat- 
ment of the mentally ill. 

Spiritual Ministry 

Mr. Keller points out that, in addi- 
tion to modern equipment necessary 
for physical and mental treatment, 
Fairlawn Hospital will now have 
chaplains available who are specially 
trained to minister to the spiritual 


needs of the patients. This service 
will be under the direction of the Rev. 
Elling Ramsey, director of chaplaincy 
of Lutheran Welfare Association of 
Oregon. According to leading psychi- 
atrists, added the director, spiritual 
therapy is of great importance and, 
if properly applied, may result in the 
rehabilitation of up to 80 per cent of 
those afflicted. 


Officers of Board 


The officers of the board of direc- 
tors of Lutheran Homes and Hospitals 
include Dr. R. W. Kullberg, president; 
Walter Reklau, vice president; Peter 
Olsen, second vice president; George 
Joosi, secretary; Mrs. Wm. Rittel, re- 
cording secretary; and Melvin C. Bar- 
cus, treasurer. The board named Mr. 
Keller to serve as director of Fairlawn 
Hospital. 

$400,00 Campaign 

The hospital board plans to launch 
a church-wide campaign in the Port- 
land area, the director announces to 
raise $400,000 to build and equip a 
modern Lutheran home for the normal 
aged on a part of the Fairlawns pro- 
perty. The board has also approved 
a plan where larger sums can be ac- 
cepted from those Lutherans who are 
interested in the “founders type” 
plan of a home. 

Information about Fairlawn Hospit- 
al and the proposed home for aged 
may be had by contacting the Rev. 
Otto F. Keller, 517 Governor Bldg., 
Portland 3, Ore. Telephone, BEacon 
1023. 


Corporations Merged 

At the close of 1954, a merger was 
effected which brought the Lutheran 
Homes and Hospitals corporation into 
existence. The merging corporations 
were Lutheran Intersynodical Homes 
and the Good Samaritan Lutheran 
Home. 


tors have been or are members of 
synod since its organization Oct. 1, 
1896. We plan to have this list pub- 
lished in an English version before 
long, and another up-to-date in Dan- 
ish in next issue of Dansk Nytaar. The 
first appeared in Dansk Almanak 1936. 
Our biographical file of pastors was 
almost complete before it was destroy- 
ed in the L/PH fire Febr. 15, 1953. We 
had no duplicates, which we would 
have had, if the long promised and 
desperately needed Archives room had 
been readied for our historical col- 
lection. The Historical Committee is 
still patiently waiting for the college 
management to get the room fixed up, 
which has been assigned us in the pi- 
oncer Memorial Building at Dana. The 
synodical board has allowed the money 
for it. We also need badly an up-to- 
date history of our synod in English, 


which we are working on and hope to 
have ready before the merger. An- 
other literary product of special in- 
terest would be a biographical data 
book or directory of “Danish Lutheran 
Pastors in America’; in collaboration 
with Rev. Enok Mortensen, Historian 
of our Danish sister synod, we had 
most of the material prepared, when 
our payt perished in the fire. Nearly 
ten years ago a convention approved 
the publication of such a book. Now 
we have to do it all over again, and 
your prompt assistance in gathering 
and sending in information asked for 
in the biographical blanks is of pri- 


mary importance. But, please, be spe- 
cific with those dates! 


Sincerely yours, 


P. C. Jensen, Blair, Nebr. 


BOOKS FOR LENTEN READING 


King Ever Glorious 
By Paul W. Streufort 


Here is a fresh approach to soul-winning Lenten preach- 
ing. A thought-provoking emphasis on “Christ as King” in 
a new Lenten series. Fifteen messages that will touch the 
heart and conscience of the hearer. All develop the theme 
“The Majesty of the Divine Humiliation.” Here is compel- 
ling Gospel preaching that is full of new insights and sensi- 
tive to human need. $1.50 (Postage 8c) 


Facing the Cross 


These messages are written by pastors of the American 
Lutheran Church. ‘Thirteen well-written contributions, 
many with an unique approach such as: The Small People 
Around the Cross: And This Is God; Seven Sorrows of 
Our Lord; The Faces of Death; God in the Hands of 
Man; and others. $2.50 (Postage 8c) 


Lenten Sermon Outlines 
By R. E. Golladay 


A noteworthy source book for pastors as they plan their ob- 
servances and sermons for the Lenten season. These outlines, 
illustrations, discussions, and Scriptural texts, will be excel- 
lent supplementary material in the preparation of sermons and 
Bible studies centered on the Holy Week. Primarily it is con- 
cerned with character studies of the people who were taking 
part in the events of the Passion story as well as the various 
phases of Christ’s sufferings. $4.75 (Postage 12) 


A Thought For Today 


_ Especially designed to enrich personal prayer 
life, this attractive book gives the reader new 


By Irene Strommen 


Filled with college activities 


young love, and adventure, here 


a new novel designed for teen-ag 


readers. 


At a Christian college in 
the Midwest, Mary Anne 
Kristensen finds a world quite 
different from her North Da- 
kota farm home. She is faced 
with new challenges and re- 
sponsibilities, and, even more 
disturbing to her, new ideas. 
Always sustaining her, though, 
are her Christian convictions, 
not only giving her life vitali- 
ty and strength, but reaching 
out to help those around her 
—her friends in trouble, the 
man she loves. 

The author, Mrs. Irene 
Strommen, has a keen interest 
in youth activities and Chris- 
tian literature, a combination 


for writing this novel. 


It will be worth your time 
well as enjoyment to read 
RIVERS TO THE SEA 


$3.50 


(Postage 12c) 


which has prepared her well | 
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